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The DWCC Executive Board is happy to share the latest member news, publications, and Division 

updates in this spring 2024 edition of The White-Collar Times.  

 

In November 2023, we met as a group in Philadelphia as part of the ASC annual conference to 

share information, socialize, and network. Our business meeting closed with a celebratory 

awards ceremony for our many Division award recipients from 2022 and 2023. Thanks to all 

who were able to attend the business meeting and the Division-sponsored panels and events, 

especially those who traveled far distances to join us. We hope to see many of you again in per-

son this November in San Francisco. 

 

Since January of this year, we have been working to create events and activities that will allow 

us to grow as a Division and encourage collaboration from scholars spread across the world. We 

are pleased to announce two upcoming Division-sponsored events. We hope you will consider 

attending and share the details with your colleagues.  

 

On July 25, we will hold the first of a series of virtual professional development webinars. The 

webinar series is co-sponsored with the Division of Terrorism and Bias Crimes, with Erin Kearns 

serving as the DTBC’s Chair. The first webinar will cover internal and external grant funding/

applications. We will hold webinars the last Thursday of every third month. The next session, 

held on Halloween, will discuss preparing for a successful ASC conference. These sessions are 

open to any ASC members, but may be more applicable to students and early-career research-

ers. If you have a suggestion for a webinar topic, please let an Executive Board member know. 

 

This summer, the Division will host a book club for student members. The format will be deter-

mined by the participants. The text will be a memoir entitled “The Less People Know About Us: 

A Mystery of Betrayal, Family Secrets, and Stolen Identity” by Dr. Axton Betz-Hamilton. In her 

memoir, Betz-Hamilton discusses her life, from childhood through achieving her PhD, while 

under a cloud of paranoia that she and her family felt for decades. The Division will provide 

copies of the book. Please note that participants must be student members of the Division.  

 

As you can see, one focus for 2024 is to encourage student involvement in the Division. Megan 

Parker has been working to increase networking among our student members. We would like to 

thank Megan for her willingness to help in this role, and also for assisting with the contents of 

this newsletter.        

       Continued on the next page 
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As part of our goal to increase student involvement, we will include voting for Student Committee leader-

ship in our fall elections. For more info about joining the Student Committee as a general member or part 

of the leadership, go to https://ascdwcc.org/student-committee/.  

 

We would like to encourage as many of our members as possible to attend the 24th Annual Conference of 

the European Society of Criminology in Bucharest, Romania, from September 11-14, 2024. This year’s key-

note speakers include two of our Division scholars, Sally Simpson and Nick Lord. We also encourage all who 

are able to attend the Erasmus University Rotterdam’s pre-conference session entitled “Environmental 

crime, crisis & conflict” on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. Our fields had a great presence at last year’s 

ESC conference. We look forward to seeing many DWCC scholars in Europe, just as many of our scholars 

outside the U.S. have attended our ASC conferences. See page 6 for more information about the ESC con-

ference and pre-conference session. 

 
Of course, the biggest Division events are in November. The ASC annual conference will be held in San Fran-

cisco, CA, from November 12-16. The Division plans to have a number of sponsored panels and 

roundtables, as well as a general business meeting and awards ceremony, full Division social, and a student 

social. Our committee of Chair José Atiles with members Adam Ghazi-Tehrani, K. Sebastian León, Katelyn 

Golladay, and Jamie Snyder are seeing that we have a great conference. We will provide more details about 

the Division events closer to November.  

 

Speaking of the annual conference, we are currently seeking Discussants for Division-sponsored 

roundtables on the topics of researching and teaching white-collar and corporate crime and global perspec-

tives on white-collar and corporate crime. We will also be premiering a roundtable featuring recent book 

authors to promote and receive feedback on their books, as well as to facilitate general discussions of the 

book publication process. See page 11 for more details about serving as a Discussant.  

 

We are currently accepting nominations for our Division awards, which will be handed out at this year’s 

conference. Read more about the nominations on pages 10-11 of this newsletter. We will be giving out the 

Gilbert Geis Lifetime Achievement Award, David O. Friedrichs Teaching Award, The Young Career Award, 

The Student Paper Award, the Outstanding Book Award, and the Outstanding Article or Book Chapter 

Award. We would like to thank the committee of co-leaders Adam Ghazi-Tehrani and K. Sebastian León, as 

well as members Henry Pontell and Katelyn Golladay for their help with the awards process.  

 

We hope to create a Division that is responsive to our members’ needs and wishes, and we need volun-

teers to achieve that mission. If you would like to join a committee, please see the list on page 8 for details. 

If you have any feedback on our Division’s activities, please feel free to reach out to me at 

ehomer@acfe.com.  

 

We look forward to seeing many of you virtually during our July webinar and in November in San Francisco! 

 

-Emily M. Homer 

Message from the Division Chair (continued) 

Since January 2024, the Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime has published eight articles and book re-

views online first. Please consider the journal for your publications! 

The journal was recently featured in the Editor’s Corner of The Criminologist in an article titled “Journal of 

White Collar and Corporate Crime: Special Issue on Anti-Corruption(ism)” by Steven Bittle and Jon Frauley. Read 

their article here. 

Click here to visit the website for the Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime. 

Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime 

Emily M. Homer, 

DWCC Executive 

Board Chair 
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White–Collar Crime, An Opportunity Perspective, 4th Edition 
By Michael L. Benson, Sally S. Simpson, Melissa Rorie, Jay P. Kennedy 

 

White-Collar Crime: An Opportunity Perspective analyzes white-collar crime using the opportunity 

perspective, which assumes that all crimes depend on offenders recognizing an opportunity to com-

mit an offense. The authors explicate the processes and situational conditions that facilitate opportu-

nities for white-collar crimes and the likelihood of being victimized by white-collar crime. In addition, 

they offer potential policy solutions that will mitigate this persistent and widespread social problem 

while being realistic and balanced in their treatment of the difficulties of control. With this fourth 

edition, Benson and Simpson have enlisted the aid of two young white-collar crime scholars, Jay P. 

Kennedy and Melissa Rorie, who bring new areas of expertise to the book that enhance its analytical 

depth and coverage of both white-collar crime and the opportunity perspective. New up-to-date 

case studies are included along with examinations of recent investigations into white-collar crime 

and its control. These timely updates reaffirm that this rigorous yet accessible book will remain a 

core resource for undergraduate and early graduate courses on white-collar crime.  

 

Click here for more information about this text. 

 

 

Professional Ethics in Criminal Justice: Being Ethical When No One is 

Looking, 5th edition 
By Jay Albanese 

 

Professional Ethics in Criminal Justice provides a framework for analyzing ethical dilemmas in 

criminal justice, including policing, courts and corrections. To show how ethical decisions are 

made, author Jay Albanese examines three ethical schools of thought (virtue, formalism and 

utilitarianism) and how each is applied, with emphasis on their strengths and limitations. He 

draws on current events and media to raise ethical questions and to give you practice with 

ethical thinking. 

 

The fifth edition offers 20 new thought-provoking exercises, plus new current events, posing 

a range of new ethical scenarios for you to assess. With this expansion, you'll have ample 

opportunity to develop your ethical-reasoning skills. 

 

                 Click here for more information about this text. 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Mary Dodge, Professor and Program Director of the Master of Criminal Justice program at the University of Colorado Denver, 

and her PhD student, Megan Parker, are currently working on a research project detailing the best teaching practices in white 

collar crime. Their research will be based on a collection of syllabi on the topic and a short follow-up survey focused on experienc-

es teaching white-collar crime. The study is designed to promote educational advancement and the circulation of knowledge while 

encouraging universities to offer related courses.  

   

Mary and Megan are seeking contributions of syllabi for white collar crime courses. The collection of syllabi may also be used to 

establish an online repository for the DWCC. Identifying information will be removed from all syllabi and surveys as part of the 

research.    

 

If you are interested in participating, please send your syllabi to Megan.2.Parker@ucdenver.edu and/or 

Mary.Dodge@ucdenver.edu.  

Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime  Featured Books 

Call for Syllabi 

https://www.routledge.com/White-Collar-Crime-An-Opportunity-Perspective/Benson-Simpson-Rorie-Kennedy/p/book/9780367774899
https://www.pearson.com/en-us/subject-catalog/p/professional-ethics-in-criminal-justice-being-ethical-when-no-one-is-looking/P200000010482/9780138114497
mailto:Megan.2.Parker@ucdenver.edu
mailto:Mary.Dodge@ucdenver.edu
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Member Publications 

 

Albanese, Jay, & Christine Tartaro. (2023). Quality standards for criminal justice education: The long and winding road. Journal of 
Criminal Justice Education, 1-17. 

Atiles, Jóse. (2024). Anticorruption markets: Law, public procurement, and the colonial regime of permission in Puerto Rico. Journal 
of White Collar and Corporate Crime. 

Atiles, Jóse. (2024). Swarm of earthquakes, Wandalismo and anticorruption mobilizations in Puerto Rico: Latinx criminology and state 
crimes. Latino Studies, 1-22. 

Barak, Gregg. (2024). Indicting the 45th president: Boss Trump, the GOP, and what we can do about the threat to American democra-
cy. Routledge. 

Barak, Maya Pagni, Hillary Mellinger, & Belén Lowrey-Kinberg. (2024). “They say it’s a crime for us to be here”: Latinx reflections on 
the myth of the “criminal immigrant” in the Trump era. Latino Studies, 1-21. 

Barrett, Kimberly L., Coreena Forstner, & Maegen Gabriel. (2023). The status of white collar and corporate crime in undergraduate 
criminology and criminal justice curriculum. Journal of Criminal Justice Education, 1-19. 

Benson, Katie, & Diana Bociga. (2024). Reforming anti-money laundering and counter-terrorism financing supervision: Response to 
HM Treasury consultation 2023. CrimRxiv. 

Benson, Michael L. (2023). Book Review: Measuring compliance: assessing corporate crime and misconduct prevention. Cambridge 
University Press. 

Bodker, Amanda, Phil Connolly, Oliver Sing, Benjamin Hutchins, Michael Townsley, & Jacqueline Drew. (2023). Card-not-present 
fraud: Using crime scripts to inform crime prevention initiatives. Security Journal, 36(4), 693-711. 

Bowman, Rachel, Daniela Oramas Mora, Ojmarrh Mitchell, & Cassia Spohn. (2023). Gender in the courtroom workgroup: Understand-
ing the relationship between the composition of workgroups and the gender gap in punishment. Criminal Justice and Behav-
ior, 50(3), 410-428. 

Bradshaw, Elizabeth, & Paul Leighton. (2023). Fighting for ‘justice for all’ in an era of deepening exploitation and ecological crisis. 
In Demystifying Power, Crime and Social Harm: The Work and Legacy of Steven Box (pp. 147-177). Cham: Springer International 
Publishing. 

Brisman, Avi. (2024). Book review: Crimes of the powerful: white-collar crime and beyond. Journal of White Collar and Corporate 
Crime. Online first. 

Choi, Samuel, Alexandra N. Bitter, Haley A. Sturges, & Jamie A. Snyder. (2023). Advancing the implementation of body-worn cameras: 
Using police officers’ buy-in to inform research and policy. Journal of Police and Criminal Psychology, 1-12. 

Copenhaver, Allen. (2024). Scandal in Japan: Transgression, performance and ritual. Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime. 
Online first. 

Diviák, Tomáš, & Nicholas Lord. (2023). From text to ties: Extraction of corruption network data from deferred prosecution agree-
ments. Data and Policy, 5, E4.  

Diviák, Tomáš, & Nicholas Lord. (2024). Connecting the corrupt: Data sources to study networks of serious financial crime in the Unit-
ed Kingdom. In L. Huey & D. Buil-Gil (Eds.), The Crime Data Handbook. Bristol: Policy Press. 

Dodge, Mary. (2024). Through the looking glass: Women and white-collar crime. In Glass Ceiling, Artur de Brito Gueiros Souza & C. C. 
Barrilari (eds.). Brasil: Tirant. 

Drew, Jacqueline M., & Julianne Webster. (2024). The victimology of online fraud: A focus on romance fraud victimisation. Journal of 
Economic Criminology. 

Feng, Danmeng, KouRay Mao, Yujie Yang, & Yu Hu. (2023). Crop-livestock integration for sustainable agriculture in China: The history 
of state policy goals, reform opportunities and institutional constraints. Frontiers of Agricultural Science & Engineering, 10(4). 

Ferguson, Lorna, & Janne E. Gaub. (2023). Training police search and rescue teams: Implications for missing persons work. Criminolo-
gy & Criminal Justice, 23(3), 431-449. 

Gainey, Randy R., Jay S. Albanese, Tancy Vandecar-Burdin, James Hawdon, Thomas E. Dearden, & Katalin Parti. (2023). Routine citizen 
internet practices and cyber victimization: A state-wide study in Virginia. Criminal Justice Studies, 36(3), 228-250. 

Ghareeb, Shahla A., & Mary Dodge. (2023). An exploratory study of police impersonation crimes: Confrontational offenders and 
offenses. Revista Logos Ciencia & Tecnología, 15(2), 70-85. 

Ghazi-Tehrani, Adam, & Erin M. Kearns. (2023). Biased coverage of bias crime: Examining differences in media coverage of hate 
crimes and terrorism. Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 46(8), 1283-1303. 

Golladay, Katelyn A., & Jamie A. Snyder. (2023). Financial fraud victimization: An examination of distress and financial complica-
tions. Journal of Financial Crime, 30(6), 1606-1628. 

Griffiths, Cerian, Alan Doig, Jackie Harvey, Katie Benson, & Nicholas Lord (2023). New development: From blanket coverage to patch-
work quilt—rethinking organizational responses to fraud in the National Health Service in England. Public Money & Manage-
ment, 1-5.          

Guebert, Karl. (2024). Book review: Buzz kill: The Corporatization of Cannabis. Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime.  
Gutierrez, Bryanna N. & Clayton D. Peoples. (2024). The Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) as a symbolic policy in the broader “anti-

corruption movement”: A case study of Latin American prosecutions. Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime. Online first. 
Continued on the next page 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Tom%C3%A1%C5%A1%20Divi%C3%A1k&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Tom%C3%A1%C5%A1%20Divi%C3%A1k&eventCode=SE-AU


Hayes, Brittany E., & Cooper A. Maher. (2024). A systematic review of lifestyle-routine activity theory in the context of direct-
contact sexual victimization. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 25(1), 369-392. 

Holmes, Bryan, Ben Feldmeyer, Diana Sun, & Shayna Arrigo. (2024). Criminal court responses to the modern opioid and meth-
amphetamine twindemic. Journal of Criminal Justice.  

Holtfreter, Kristy, & Anne Alvesalo-Kuusi. (2024). The importance of theoretical development across historical and political 
contexts. Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime, 5(1). 

Kearns, Erin M., & Justin Nix. (2023). How generalizable are findings from police surveys? A review of multi-agency stud-
ies. Police Practice and Research, 1-15. 

Leal, Wanda E., Elizabeth L. Gloyd, Alex R. Piquero, & Nicole Leeper Piquero. (2023). Racial disparities in the enforcement of 
COVID-19 public health violations. Crime & Delinquency. 

Lee, Heejin, Justin T. Pickett, Amanda Graham, Francis T. Cullen, Cheryl Lero Jonson, Murat Haner, & Melissa M. Sloan. (2024). 
Punitiveness toward social distancing deviance in the COVID-19 pandemic: Findings from two national experi-
ments. Journal of Experimental Criminology, 1-29. 

León, Kenneth Sebastian, Anthony Peguero, Zaire Dinzey-Flores (guest editors). (2024). Introduction: Special Issue on Latina/
o/x Criminologies. Latino Studies. Online First.  

Levi, Michael, & Nicholas Lord. (2023). White-Collar and corporate crimes. in A. Liebling, S. Maruna and L. McAra (eds.) Oxford 
Handbook of Criminology, 7th Ed., Oxford: OUP. 

Levi, Michael. (2023). Frauds in digital society. In Housley, W., Edwards, A., Beneito-Montagut, R. and Fitzgerald, R. (eds.), 
Sage Handbook of Digital Society, London: Sage Reference, pp. 480-500.   

Levi, Michael. (2024). Anti-money laundering laws and regulations. In Robert Barrington, Elizabeth David-Barrett and Rebecca 
Dobson Phillips (eds.), Dictionary of Corruption, Agenda Publishing. 

Levi, Michael, Doig, A., Luker, J., Williams, M., Shepherd, J. (2023). Towards a Public Health Approach to Frauds. Office of Po-
lice and Crime Commissioner, West Midlands, UK. Vols 1 and 2.  

Levi, Michael. (2023). Corruption, the financial action task force and money laundering. In Mark Pieth and Tina Soreide (eds.), 
Encyclopaedia of Corruption Law, Edward Elgar. 

Logie, Kenji, Katheryne Pugliese, & Alexis Acevedo. (2023). An examination of harm reduction strategies in Oxycodone and 
Adderall buyer feedback on AlphaBay. Criminology & Public Policy, 22(4), 695-733. 

Lord, Nicholas. (2024). Accommodating transnational corporate bribery revisited: Performing transparency in the shadows of 
negotiation’. In N. Capus and F. Hohl Zürcher (eds) Negotiated Justice in Transnational Corruption – Between Transparen-
cy and Confidentiality, Helbing Lichtenhahn: Neuchâtel, pp. 289-314. 

Maher, Cooper A. (2024). Examining the association between citizenship and ethnicity on identity theft risk: Findings from the 
National Crime Victimization Survey. American Journal of Criminal Justice, 1-22. 

Maher, Cooper A., & Brittany E. Hayes. (2024). Nonfinancial consequences of identity theft revisited: Examining the associa-
tion of out-of-pocket losses with physical or emotional distress and behavioral health. Criminal Justice and Behavior, 51
(3), 459-481. 

Maher, Cooper A., Jimin Pyo, & Brittany E. Hayes. (2024). Extending the shadow of sexual assault hypothesis: Fear of sexual 
violence and hate crimes among lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender persons. Violence Against Women. 

McKinley, Amber, Nikki Dohnt, & Michelle Lark. (2023). The 'dark figure of homicide': Unreported Australian homicide. Salus 
Journal, 11(2), 80-100. 

Michel, Cedric. (2024). Public knowledge about white-collar crime in France and the US: A cross-national comparison. Journal 
of White Collar and Corporate Crime. Online first. 

Michel, Cedric. (2024). Qui est au courant? A comparison of sociodemographic predictors of knowledge about white-collar 
crime in France and the US. Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime. Online first. 

Oramas Mora, Daniela, William Terrill, & Jacob Foster. (2023). A decade of police use of deadly force research (2011–
2020). Homicide Studies, 27(1), 6-33. 

Redner-Vera, Erica, & Xia Wang. (2023). Examining cumulative disadvantage against American Indian defendants in federal 
courts. Justice Quarterly, 40(2), 263-290. 

Reisig, Michael D., Kristy Holtfreter, & Francis T. Cullen. (2024). Faith in Trump and the willingness to punish white-collar crime: 
Chinese Americans as an out-group. Journal of Experimental Criminology, 20(1): 123-149. 

Simpson, Sally S. (2023). Strategy, structure, and corporate crime: The historical context of anticompetitive behavior. In New 
Directions in Criminological Theory (pp. 71-93). Routledge.     

Smith, Russell G. (2023). Public sector criminological research: The Australian Institute of Criminology, 1972–2022. Springer. 
Smith, Russell G., Rick Sarre, Lennon Yao-Chung Chang, Laurie Yiu-Chung Lau (editors). (2023). Cybercrime in the pandemic 

digital age and beyond. Springer.       Continued on the next page 
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Member Publications (continued) 

Have you reviewed the Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime 
lately? Click here to review the most recent articles. 

https://journals.sagepub.com/home/WCC
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Member Publications (continued) 

Snider, Laureen. (2024). Globalized tax evasion and corruption: Two steps forward, one step back. Journal of White 
Collar and Corporate Crime. Online first. 

Snyder, Jamie A., & Katelyn A. Golladay. (2024). It happened again: Differences between single and repeat/poly-
victimization among financial fraud victims. Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime, 5(1), 46-57. 

Suonpää, Karolina, Janne Kivivuori, Pauline Aarten, Andri Ahven, Sven Granath, Nora Markwalder, Sara Skott, Asser 
H. Thomsen, Simone Walser, & Marieke Liem. (2024). Homicide drop in seven European countries: General or 
specific across countries and crime types?. European Journal of Criminology, 21(1), 3-30. 

Van Wingerde, Karin, Sammie Verbeek, Lieselot Bisschop, Rudie Neve, Victor van der Geest, Joost van Onna, Johan van Wilsem, Elbert 
de Jong, Michael Faure, Daan van Uhm, Tieneke Lambooy, Ronald Jeurissen, Renske Mackor, & Jenny van Houten-Peschier. (2023). 
Environment: Crime, damage and approach (Milieu: Criminaliteit, schade en aanpak). WODC Depository. 

Wang, Xia, Matthew Gricius, & Wenrui Zhang. (2023). Self-control and delinquency in China: Examining the mediating role of thoughtful-
ly reflective decision making. Criminal Justice and Behavior, 50(10), 1456-1481. 

 
 
 
 
Mary Dodge is the scheduled speaker for the International Association of Financial Crimes Investigators (IAFCI) Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Conference in April. 
  
Pete Duncan submitted his PhD and has started a Lecturer role in the Department of Criminology at The University of Manchester. 
  
Qingli Meng is serving as the Conference Registrar for Niagara University’s Conference on Workplace Mobbing on July 22-24, 2024. Click 
here for more information about this conference. 
  
Research conducted by Jamie Snyder and Katelyn Golladay was featured in the article titled “When fraud hits again and again: 
‘Rebound’ scams target recent crime subjects” in the December 2023 AARP Bulletin. 
  
Lieselot Bisschop is part of a group sponsoring the pre-conference session “Environmental crime, crisis & conflict” before European 
Society of Criminology’s annual conference on September 11, 2024, in Bucharest. See page 8 for more information about this session. 
 
Xia Wang received the ACJS Outstanding Mentor Award at the 2024 Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences meeting. 
 
Cheryl Johnson received the ACJS/Sage Junior Faculty Professional Development Teaching Award at the 2024 ACJS meeting.  

 

Member News 

https://www.niagara.edu/workplace-mobbing-conference/


By Eduardo (Ed) Gutierrez Cornelius, PhD Candidate, Department of Sociology, University of Toronto 

 

Over the past year, I've observed legal events and conducted interviews with legal actors in Southern and 

Southeastern Brazil. This fieldwork is part of my PhD dissertation about globalization and the resistance 

to penal discourses and practices in the aftermath of Operation Car Wash, the world's largest corruption 

scandal. Between 2014 to 2021, an investigation revealed a billionaire scheme involving politicians brib-

ing state officials to favor firms in procurement bids across Latin America. High-ranking politicians and 

businesspeople, including President Lula, were charged and arrested. Given the extent of the scandal, Car 

Wash became probably the most debated topic in the country, putting the legal field in the spotlight. 

Corruption trials were widely televised, legal actors became national celebrities, and there was even a fictionalized account of the opera-

tion portrayed in the Netflix series The Mechanism. 

 

Specifically, my research examines legal actors' debates around two federal bills spearheaded by Car Wash legal actors. The bills pro-

posed importing both the global anticorruption regime and American criminal law, but they were fiercely resisted by Brazilian defense 

attorneys. My interviews help me to understand this process by constructing a collective biography of the field, capturing how actors' 

legal socialization, professional identities, and competition with other actors across time shape how they adapt and resist these global 

ideas. The interviews are also part of a broader project in which I investigate legal actors' role in shaping and resisting punishment dis-

courses and practices in post-dictatorship Brazil. 

 

So far, this fieldwork has been as enriching as challenging. In particular, it has been difficult to continue my other academic and even 

personal commitments while doing interviews. I need to make the most of my time here, but I also have other things to do, like analyzing 

documents, writing, and reading, so it's been challenging to organize my schedule. Because I interview very busy professionals, I tend to 

accept whatever time and place they suggest; otherwise, I may not be able to conduct the interviews. Those who answer my initial mes-

sage and are willing to participate tend to respond and schedule interviews quickly (usually the same week and sometimes the same 

day). I typically reach out to several people at the beginning of the week and wait to see how things turn out. Sometimes, I have one or 

two weekly interviews, or as many as seven, so it's hard to plan ahead. 

 

Being Brazilian and having studied law in the country really contributed to the research. I went to law school in Southern Brazil from 

2009 to 2014, and I concentrated my studies on youth justice and criminal law. This previous experience facilitates my understanding of 

interviewees’ references to legal norms, cases, authors, and books that are often crucial to grasping their main point. My previous legal 

studies also helped me access to these professionals. Even though I returned to Brazil for the research almost 10 years after graduating, I 

still have a lot of contacts, such as former professors and classmates, who put me in touch with potential interviewees. 

 

But despite these difficulties, I have enjoyed this process. The almost 100 hours I spent observing legal events have allowed me to under-

stand how these different legal actors think, what they find controversial, what they take for granted, how they perceive their work, and 

what they want to change in Brazilian criminal law. I attended several lectures about academic topics on criminal law, such as Procedural 

Violations in Criminal Law” and “Practical Challenges of Non-prosecution Agreements.” I also attended larger conferences, such as the 

Brazilian Institute of Criminal Sciences’ International Seminar, which invited over 30 lecturers from different countries to talk about top-

ics ranging from “Criminal Justice and Racial Profiling” to “Corruption, Money Laundering, and Politics.” The interviews have been just as 

fascinating. As Brazil has a young constitution (from 1988) that recreated its legal institutions, I am talking to people who have witnessed 

and participated in the creation of institutions and intellectual movements.  

 

After over 90 interviews, I have learned so many things have changed, which appears in the most unusual anecdotes of how things used 

to be done decades ago. For example, it is not uncommon for experienced prosecutors to narrate how they began their career in the 

early 2000s, undergoing no training and being placed in a situation to charge a local politician with corruption, with little support and at 

significant personal and political risk. But these same prosecutors would tell me how, twenty years later, they would participate in highly 

sophisticated lawsuits charging politicians implicated in Operation Car Wash before the Brazilian Supreme Court. In a relatively short 

period, these prosecutors (in tandem with other actors, such as the Federal Police) developed a legal and institutional machinery to 

charge powerful politicians and businesspeople for corruption, which was innovative for a country whose 800,000 carceral population is 

comprised of predominantly Black, poor defendants incarcerated for drug or property offences.    Continued on the next page 
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Follow us on X @ASCdwcc to keep updated on DWCC events,  
 announcements, job postings, and more! 

Researching Legal Actors in Brazil  



I have conducted so many interviews because it is difficult to reach interview saturation with a topic like this. Each interview gives new infor-

mation, especially when interviewing people of varying ages and experiences. This is one the biggest challenges. I am covering a large period 

(1988 to present), two cities, and actors from several occupations and different ages.  

 

My fieldwork shows that this process of revolution was contested. I have also learned how Brazilian academics and criminal defense lawyers 

have, for decades, developed a cohesive professional identity and legal doctrine oriented toward minimizing punishment against blue-collar 

defendants and, more recently, white-collar ones. 

 

In the interviews, events observed, and documents analyzed, I observed a complex dispute revolving around punishing crime and protecting 

defendants' rights. Reconstructing this process has been incredibly rewarding, with some interviews feeling like movies in which I see the 

country's history unfolding. I feel fortunate to be able to do this project and hope to continue in the years to come. 

 

 
 

 

Your DWCC Executive Board is currently seeking volunteers to serve on multiple committees. Student 

members are eligible to join committees, as well as full members. The responsibilities and commitments 

for each group vary. Email ehomer@acfe.com to volunteer. See the committee descriptions below. 

  

Awards: Chief responsibilities include soliciting nominations for Division awards, selecting recipients, and 

presenting awards at the ASC meeting. 

 

Conference Organization: Chief responsibilities include seeking volunteers for Division-sponsored roundtables, planning the social, and co-

ordinating the recruitment table. This committee could especially use volunteers to make sure we have a great experience in San Francisco! 

  

Constitutional Review: Chief responsibilities include updating the Division Constitution and By-laws based on passed amendments. 

  

Communications: Chief responsibilities include creating the Division newsletter, updating the website, maintaining the Twitter/X account, 

and any additional social media/networking resources. Students are encouraged to join this committee! 

  

Membership: Chief responsibilities include recruiting members.  

  

Nominations: Chief responsibilities include nominating our members for ASC awards and conducting the Division’s yearly Executive Board 

nominations and elections. 

  

Student: Chief responsibilities include supporting the Communications and Conference Organization committees and helping with Student 

member recruitment. If you are a student, you are automatically a part of this committee!  
 

 

 

 

The 24th Annual Conference of the European Society of Criminology in Bucharest, Romania, will be held from     

September 11-14, 2024. Plenary speakers include DWCC members Sally Simpson and Nick Lord, as well as 

Thomas Ugelvik, Anna-Maria Getos Kalac, Ioan Durnescu, Marieke Liem, Josep Maria Tamarit Sumalla, and 

Andra-Roxana Trandafir. Click here for more details. 

 

Additionally, prior to the conference, Erasmus University Rotterdam will be hosting a pre-conference seminar 

entitled “Environmental crime, crisis & conflict” on Wednesday, September 11, 2024, from 9:30 - 3:30.  

 

The event aims to foster an open and honest discussion on existing empirical and theoretical successes and challenges in green criminology 

to strengthen our field of research. The program aims to achieve balance in terms of researcher gender and experience, representing schol-

ars from the Global North and the Global South, exploring the range of environmental crimes, and engaging with qualitative, quantitative, 

and mixed method research.  Click here for more details. 
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Help Wanted 

Join the DWCC at the annual ESC conference 

mailto:ehomer@acfe.com
https://www.eurocrim2024.com/
https://www.eur.nl/en/events/environmental-crime-crisis-conflict-2024-09-11


The DWCC is seeking nominations for 2024 Division Awards, designed to promote and highlight scholarly efforts in the broad areas of white-

collar crime, corporate crime, organizational deviance, crimes of the powerful, and corruption. These six awards are described below. 

 

All nominations (including self-nominations) must come from individuals who are DWCC dues-paying members in good standing as of May 

31, 2024. Award winners must agree to join the Division prior to receiving the award. 

 

Deadline for receipt of nomination materials is May 31, 2024. 

 

Submission Procedures 

 

A letter of nomination that includes a brief discussion of your reasons for the recommendation. Self-nominations are accepted for the Stu-

dent Paper Award, the Outstanding Book Award, and the Outstanding Article/Book Chapter Award. Where relevant to the award, a copy of 

the paper(s), chapter, or book to be considered (PDF/electronic versions preferred). Nominations will be reviewed by the DWCC Awards 

Committee, and winners will be announced by September 1, 2024.  

 

Send nominating materials to Adam Ghazi-Tehrani (aghazi@ua.edu) on/before May 31, 2024. 

 

1. Gilbert Geis Lifetime Achievement Award 

This award recognizes sustained outstanding professional contributions by an individual to the broadly defined areas of white-collar crime 

and corporate crime. Scholarly contributions may be empirical or theoretical. Professional contributions also include advocating for white-

collar crime as an area of scholarship within criminology and related disciplines and mentoring graduate students. Persons who have made 

substantial practical contributions to white-collar crime control also are eligible to receive this award. The committee may elect not to make 

this award in any given year. 

 

2. David O. Friedrichs Teaching Award 

This award celebrates the life and achievements of David O. Friedrichs, who passed away on December 1, 2022. His text, Trusted Criminals: 

White Collar Crime in Contemporary Society – now in its fourth edition – helped countless students embark on both research and practition-

er-oriented careers related to confronting white-collar crime and crimes of the powerful. The award recognizes innovative contributions to 

teaching in the area of white-collar crime. Persons who have developed courses, seminars, and/or pedagogical materials on the study of 

white-collar crime within and beyond the criminology and criminal justice curriculum are eligible to receive this award. The committee may 

elect not to make this award in any given year. 

 

3. Young Career Award 

The award recognizes outstanding contributions to scholarship to the broadly defined areas of white-collar and corporate crime by persons 

early in their professional careers. To be eligible for this award, an individual must have received their terminal degree no more than eight 

years before the year of the award and have developed a strong research agenda in white-collar or corporate crime since the time of the 

terminal degree as indicated by regular publications in these areas. The committee may elect not to make this award in any given year. 

 

4. Student Paper Award 

The award recognizes scholarly work of students in the broadly defined areas of white-collar and corporate crime. Students working by 

themselves or as part of a team of co-authors who are currently enrolled in an academic program or a recent graduate of such a program 

(no more than one year removed from the year of the award) at either the undergraduate or graduate level are eligible for the competition. 

Paper submissions may be conceptual, theoretical and/or empirical (quantitative or qualitative) and must be a completed project directly 

related to white-collar or corporate crime. Papers must be the work of one or more students but should not be co-authored with a faculty 

member, though a review and endorsement by a faculty member of the student’s choice is required for submission. Papers must also be a 

maximum of 30 pages (including tables and references) and formatted in APA style. The committee may elect not to make this award in any 

given year. 

 

5. Outstanding Book Award 

This award recognizes outstanding scholarship in a monograph or textbook within the broadly defined areas of white-collar crime and cor-

porate crime. Books published within three years (i.e., a publication date of 2020 or later) of the award are eligible for consideration. The 

committee may elect not to give this award in any given year.      Continued on the next page 
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6. Outstanding Article or Book Chapter Award  

This award recognizes outstanding scholarship in the form of an article or book chapter in the broadly defined areas of white-collar and 

corporate crime. Articles or chapters published within three years (i.e., a publication date of 2020 or later) of the award are eligible for 

consideration. The committee may give one primary award as well as award an “Honorable Mention” – or may elect not to give this 

award in any given year. 

 

 

 

The Executive Board is seeking volunteer Discussants for themed roundtables and lightning talks 

for November’s annual conference in San Francisco. Four suggested topics are below.  

 

If you would like to act as a Discussant for any of these topics, please email jatiles@illinois.edu 

and/or ehomer@acfe.com by May 15. We will submit the roundtables before the deadline.  

If you have other ideas/suggestions for a roundtable or lightning talk (and would like to be a Dis-

cussant) please let us know.  

 

• Researching White-Collar and Corporate Crime 

 

During this session, scholars will discuss their research experiences and address topics such as obstacles in studying white-collar crime, 

getting published, sources of data, and finding funding opportunities. 

 

• Teaching White-Collar and Corporate Crime 

 

This session is designed to discuss strategies used in teaching white-collar crime and related topics. Panelists will share their experienc-

es in the classroom including course design techniques, class assignments, and other practices to address student engagement.  

 

• Global Perspectives on White-Collar and Corporate Crime (roundtable or lightning talk, depending on the Discussants’ preferences) 

 

This session is an opportunity for scholars to discuss white-collar and corporate crime issues that affect people around the globe, as 

well as the complexities of studying these topics across national lines. Discussions might include transnational crime, comparative crimi-

nology, and how we can work collaboratively across borders to investigate the global effects of crime.  

 

• White-Collar and Corporate Crime Book Launch and Publishing Roundtable 

 

This roundtable brings together authors of newer books related to white-collar and corporate crime and their readers to celebrate the 

publication of those books. The roundtable aims to be a space for open conversation in which authors and the audience share their 

experiences of the publication process, discuss their books' contributions to the field, and explore the linkages and contentions in the 

scholarship. The roundtable will serve as an opportunity for authors to share their new books and for the audience to become acquaint-

ed with the latest scholarship.  

 

 

 

London School of Economics Conference on the Economics of Crime and Justice, May 31-June 1, 2024 

 

Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, June 6-9, 2024 

 

Association of Certified Fraud Examiners Global Fraud Conference, June 24-26, 2024 

 

The Cambridge International Symposium on Economic Crime, September 1-8, 2024 

 

European Society of Criminology Annual Conference, September 11-14, 2024 

DWCC Call for Awards Nominations (continued) 
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Roundtable Discussants Wanted 

Events of Interest 
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11 

Vincenzo Ruggiero passed away in his adopted ‘home’ city of London on Saturday 2nd February 2024 with his partner and his daughter at 

his side. Vincenzo was the Renaissance Man of international criminology - a critical polymath and scholar of politics, economics, sociolo-

gy, history, literature, languages and art - all of which, in unique style, he brought to his original and stimulating essays, books, lectures 

and wonderful conversations over food and wine.  

 

Born to Neapolitan parents in Ferrara, Italy, in 1950, his family, like so many southerners, migrated to the north of the country for work 

but remained deeply rooted in their Neapolitan heritage. He lived for many years in Torino where he studied and taught and, in the 

1970s, was a dedicated political activist along with many of his friends during the period of social conflicts and unrest that came to be 

known as “The Years of Lead”.  

 

In this decade he moved from London, where he worked as a porter at university hospital, and parts of Italy, where he was involved in 

penal reform campaigns. In 1976 he founded a bi-annual paper on prison issues, coordinating a network involving prisoners, their fami-

lies and reform activists and in 1977 established a new publisher - ‘Senza Galere’ (‘Without Prisons’) – later renamed ‘Ruggiero Edizioni’. 

The press mainly published fiction and poetry and all authors were either prisoners serving a sentence or ex-prisoners. As Vincenzo sug-

gested, this was surely an early example of ‘Convict Criminology’. In the following years, between 1979-1983, he published his first aca-

demic books, on prison issues and drugs debates, writing about communities he saw as marginalised but engaged in resistance and it 

was important to him that he had undertaken this research and advocacy from outside the formal bounds of the university system.  

 

Between 1986-1990 he studied for his Doctorate in Sociology and Criminology at the University of Bologna but in the early 1990s settled 

in London, feeling an affinity to bohemian Fitzrovia and Soho. He took up posts as, initially, a visiting fellow at the London School of Eco-

nomics and then a Research Fellow at Middlesex University, subsequently – and swiftly – becoming a Reader and then Professor (1996) 

at Middlesex, contributing to its rich tradition of being a centre for critical criminology. In 1998 he undertook a secondment to the Unit-

ed Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in Vienna leading pathbreaking research on Transnational Organised Crime and contributing to the 

study of human trafficking at a point when its significance was still only emerging. In Vienna he also founded a journal, Forum on Crime 

and Society and was among the organisers of the 2000 UN ‘Congress on Crime and the Treatment of Offenders’ (writing most of the 

official papers for conference deliberations), as well as contributing to the formulation of the UN Convention against Organised Crime, 

launched in Palermo in 2000. He was a long-standing member of many professional associations and took on committee roles for the 

European Group for the Study of Deviance and Social Control (1986-1993), and the American Society of Criminology Divisions on Interna-

tional Criminology (2016-2017) and Critical Criminology (2017-2018). He also served as Director of the Centre for Social and Criminologi-

cal Research at Middlesex University.   

 

Vincenzo was not only one of the leading theorists within our field but also an innovator in the use of multi-methods approaches to data-

gathering – very often in contexts that are among the most hard to research – the worlds of organised criminals, corrupt politicians, 

traffickers, and political activists. He could be the classic lone scholar – disciplined in sitting at his desk, working his way through his piles 

of books and papers, then launching into a new writing project but he also led various funded research collaborations and initiatives and 

was a great co-author and co-worker, sociable and inspirational. Vincenzo loved to write, to set down ideas and engage with his peers 

and students and in doing so he was astonishingly productive. He spoke and published in Italian, French and English and his work was 

also translated into German, Spanish, Portuguese, Greek, Lithuanian, Turkish and Mandarin Chinese. His many publications include nu-

merous academic articles and pieces of journalism as well as books such as: Western European Penal Systems (1995), Eurodrugs 

(1995), Organised and Corporate Crime in Europe (1996), The New European Criminology (1998), Crime and Markets (2000), Movements 

in the City (2001 Winner of the ‘Premio Nazionale G. Arena – Città di Acri’), Economic and Financial Crime in Europe (2002), Crime in Liter-

ature (2003), Crimes of the Economy (2013), Punishment in Europe (2013), Power and Crime (2015), Dirty Money: On Financial Delinquen-

cy (2017 Outstanding Book Award, American Society of Criminology, Division on White Collar and Corporate Crime), Organised Crime and 

Terrorist Networks (2020), Visions of Political Violence (2020), Critical Criminology Today: Counter-Hegemonic Essays (2021). In 2016 he 

received the Lifetime Achievement Award of the American Society of Criminology, Division on Critical Criminology and Social Justice. 

 

He completed his latest book just two months before his death and was able to choose a cover design while in hospital. Appropriately 

the book is a survey – in inimitable style – of Keywords in Criminology: A cultural dictionary (Routledge, 2024).   

 

Vincenzo leaves behind a daughter, Lucia, and his partner Cynthia, with whom he formed a civil partnership after 33 years together – as 

well as an international family of friends, students and admirers who will all remember Vincenzo as embodying gioia di vivere – he will 

be missed so much. Please raise a glass….      

          Nigel South, University of Essex  

In Memoriam: Vincenzo Ruggiero 




