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Hello DWCC, 

We hope you have all had a successful and productive 2025 and will have a restful holiday season 

in the coming months. 

As every fall, the Division recently completed our Executive Board elections. Our officers will serve 

a two year term. We are very thankful to our two departing members, K. Sebastian León and Ad-

am Ghazi-Tehrani. Sebastian and Adam have served this Division for many years, planning socials, 

organizing awards, and making sure our members’ needs are met while also being great scholars 

and people. They have paved a great path for the rest of us to follow.  

This year, the membership voted to promote Katelyn Golladay from Executive Counselor to Vice-

Chair. Megan Parker has been re-elected as Student Committee Chair. José Atiles will be returning 

as Executive Counselor for a second term. José will be joined by three new Executive Counselors: 

Heidi Chio, Miranda Galvin, and Li Huang. That’s right; we’ve expanded our Executive Board to 

better serve our Division. This new group is eager to get started and see what we can accomplish 

in the next two years.  

The DWCC Student Book Club recently completed the third book and are planning our next ses-

sion. We will be focusing on pharmaceutical crimes with “Killer in a White Coat: The True Story of 

New York's Deadliest Pill Pusher and the Team that Brought Him to Justice” by Charlotte Bismuth. 

All DWCC students and students of faculty DWCC members are welcome to join. The group meets 

over Zoom and will begin in January. To learn more or join the group, contact me at 

ehomer@acfe.com.  

Our Division is very pleased, as always, to congratulate our award winners for 2025. This year, we 

gave awards to nine individuals across three categories. The list of award recipients is on page 3 

of this newsletter. Of note, we received six nominations for outstanding book. All these books are 

featured in this newsletter on pages 6-7 or were featured in the Spring 2024 issue. 

Please help us show a great Division presence at our annual conference in DC. We have a number 

of Division-sponsored panels and roundtables and several other sessions of interest. See page 10 

for a list of sessions. Don’t forget to join us on Wednesday from 11:00am to 12:20pm in Capitol 

Hill - Meeting Level 3 for our annual General Business Meeting. 

Next year will bring new opportunities for the Division, and we want to know what you’re looking 

for. Please feel free to send feedback or suggestions any time to DWCCNews@gmail.com. We 

look forward to continued growth and excellence in research, teaching, and mentorship in the 

coming year!        -Emily 
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Megan Parker 
My dissertation examines victimization resulting from confidence scams, commonly known as romance 
scams. The study seeks to accomplish two main objectives. First, it investigates how online behaviors, 
personality traits, emotional well-being, and demographic factors shape an individual’s vulnerability to 
victimization, using lifestyle-routine activity theory as the guiding framework. Second, drawing on the 
procedural justice framework, it explores how victims perceive and experience their interactions with law 
enforcement when reporting these scams.  
 
Megan Parker is a graduate student and Instructor at the University of Colorado Denver. She also serves 
as the DWCC Student Committee Chair.   
 
Nicholas Membrez-Weiler 
My research lies at the intersection of economic sociology, white-collar and corporate crime, and the 
sociology of work and organizations. My dissertation looks at the problem of wage theft, non-payment or 
underpayment of wages or other violations of wage and hour laws, as a problem of organizational wrong-
doing and corporate crime. I combine theories of economic sociology, organizations, and the sociology of 
work with criminological theory to account for the ubiquity of wage theft in modern day low-wage work. I 
use qualitative interviews to better understand organizational dynamics leading to more-- or less, rule 
breaking in organizations. My dissertation deploys a typology of work organizations based upon the dy-
namics of voice and formal structure. My future research project seeks to understand the widespread 
emergence of digital gambling markets, both in normalized sports-betting and "prediction" markets that 
are little more than an obfuscated way to do online gambling.  
 
Nick Membrez-Weiler will be graduating from NCSU this Fall with a degree in Sociology with an emphasis 
on Crime, Law and Social Control. He is currently on the job market. 

Student Spotlight: Dissertation Research 

After serving two editorial terms, founding Co-Editor Anne Alevesalo-Kuusi (University of Turku) recently 
stepped down from the journal and will remain on our editorial board. We are pleased to announce that Co-
Editor Kenneth Sebastian León (Rutgers University) began his first three-year term this summer. Having previ-
ously served as an Associate Editor and as the inaugural Managing Editor, Sebastian fully intends to honor Anne 
Alevesalo-Kuusi’s legacy of broadening the journal’s constituencies beyond the conventional boundaries and 
professional networks associated with the American Society of Criminology and its affiliated journals. 
 
Anne, first with co-founding Editor-in-Chief, Gregg Barak, and more recently with Co-Editor-in-Chief, Kristy 
Holtfreter, helped to ensure that the catalog of volumes and issues in the journal reflect a shared commitment 
to transnational engagement with our European and Global North counterparts. The current editorial leader-
ship team will continue building on these traditions as we extend our reach to include phenomena and perspec-
tives from around the word. Our collective goals for the journal are made possible by further changes in leader-
ship and service roles. Kristy and Sebastian are joined by Associate Editors Stephanie Geoghan (former Manag-
ing Editor, Arizona State University) and Jose Atiles (former Book Review Co-Editor, University of Illinois), as well 
as Managing Editor Margaret Wood (Arizona State University). Hanna Malik (University of Turku) continues as 
Book Review Editor.  
 
Inaugural Associate Editors Nicole Leeper Piquero (University of Miami), Steven Bittle (University of Ottawa) and 
Isabel Schoultz (Lund University), all of whom have generously supported the journal since its founding, will 
remain on the editorial board. We also welcome Marina Zaloznaya (Arizona State University) to our editorial 
board.  
 
Please continue to submit your high-quality manuscripts to the journal, and encourage your colleagues and 
students to do the same.    
      -Co-editors Kristy Holtfreter and Sebastian León  

Click here to visit the website for the Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime. 

Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime 
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Outstanding Book Award (Co-Winners) 
This award honors exceptional scholarship in a monograph or textbook within the areas of white-collar and corporate crime. 
 
Aitor Jimenez 
The Crimes of Digital Capitalism: Corporate Crime in an Age of Exploitation 
 

From the author: “I must say that I could never have imagined that something I had written would end up being selected 
for any prize, much less the DWCC Outstanding Book Award. I say this sincerely and clearly,  it’s not impostor syndrome. It’s 
simply that when I look at who makes up the Division, and at the awards from previous years, I only see many of the people 
from whom I have learned, and from whom I continue to learn. So, it is truly an incredible honor. 
Regarding the book, I believe it is relevant to the current political moment. It speaks about how a new class of digital capi-
talists is weaponizing old social technologies and creating new ones to impose a regime of exploitation and domination, 
firmly supported (and structured around) by state and corporate crimes. At its core, the book doesn’t really bring anything 
radically new; it simply describes how the dominant capitalist class continues to perpetrate brutal crimes that are destroy-
ing us as individuals, as societies, and as an environment. Nothing new that you didn’t already know. What it does offer, 
however, is a taxonomy of crimes linked to the new web of corporate–big tech structures, and to the set of digital technol-
ogies upon which they have built a regime of domination and algorithmic imperialism on a global scale, a regime that 
stretches from the digital in our computers to the material in the massive data centers that are being fought over in rural 
territories. The most notable aspect of the book, I believe, is having mobilized the literature on crimes of the powerful and 
white-collar crime to analyze ultra-contemporary phenomena, naming the criminality of the big tech corporations for what 
it is: crimes of digital capitalism.” 

 
Anthony Grasso 
Dual Justice: America’s Divergent Approaches to Street and Corporate Crime 
 

From the author: “I am honored that my book, Dual Justice: America’s Divergent Approaches to Street and Corporate Crime, 
has been selected for this year's DWCCC Outstanding Book Award. This project was born from a fundamental question: 
Why, despite overwhelming evidence of the harm caused by corporate actors, does America's unusually punitive criminal 
system struggle to hold corporate elites accountable? The book traces the political choices – from the Progressive Era to 
the present – that created different legal institutions, rules, and political discourses for governing corporate misconduct 
versus street crime. My hope is that the book contributes to a broader conversation on forging a new path forward in 
American criminal justice – one that simultaneously finds ways to hold elites accountable, scales back our system of mass 
incarceration for the poor and people of color, and connects these goals to political-economic reforms aimed at resolving 
the root causes of both street and corporate crime.”  

 
Outstanding Article or Book Chapter Award (Co-Winners) 
This award recognizes outstanding scholarship in the form of a peer-reviewed article or book chapter in the broadly defined areas 
of white-collar and corporate crime. 
 
Michael D. Reisig, Kristy Holtfreter, & Francis T. Cullen 
“Faith in Trump and the willingness to punish white‐collar crime: Chinese Americans as an out‐group” in Journal of Experimental 
Criminology 
 
Diana Sun & Michael L. Benson 
“Resiliency in reentry, sensitivity in strangers: An examination of white-collar offenders and their reentry process” in Justice Quar-
terly 
  
Student Paper Award 
This award recognizes exemplary scholarship by students whose research contributes to our understanding of white-collar and 
corporate crime. 
 
Cooper Maher & Tim Engle 
“Knowing is half the battle: Examining the association between acknowledgement of victimization and reporting of 
fraud” in Journal of Economic Criminology 
 
We look forward to celebrating our award winners at the 2025 ASC conference. 
 
 

Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime  Celebrating our 2025 Division Award Winners 
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Member Publications 

 

Albanese, J. S. (2025). Corruption as the Cause, Not the Effect, of Organized Crime? A Review and Assessment of Cases across the 
World. Journal of Economic Criminology, 100137. 

Albanese, J. S. (2025). Professional Ethics in Criminal Justice: Being Ethical When No One is Looking, 5th edition. Pearson/Prentice 
Hall. 

Albanese, J. (2025). Submission to the Intergovernmental Expert Group on Crimes that Affect the Environment within the scope of 
the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. Title: It’s Time for a More Systematic Focus on Organized 
Environmental Crimes. 

Amagnya, M. A., & Karstedt, S. (2025). A Matter of Facts: Officers’ Belief Systems About Corruption in Ghana’s Police and Criminal 
Justice System. International Criminology, 1-15. 

Atiles, J. (2025). Emplotting corruption: A global South theory of corruption and its legal geographies. 
Atiles, J. (2025). Funding the colonial tax haven: unpacking the role of the paycheck protection program in Puerto Rico’s state-

corporate crimes. Crime, Law and Social Change, 83(1), 7. 
Atiles, J. (2025). Who owns Puerto Rico’s beaches? Law, extractivism, and the political economy of paradise. Third World Quarterly, 1-

20. 
Atiles, J., & Rojas-Páez, G. (2025). Ecocidal impunity? Wars and the profitability of the chemical corporation in the global 

south. Environmental Politics, 1-21. 
Atiles, J., & Sawhney, A. (2025). Dispossession by production: the pharmaceutical industry and COVID-19 resource shortages in India 

and Puerto Rico. New Political Economy, 1-18. 
Atiles, J., & Whyte, D. (2025). Fossil Capital in the Caribbean: The Toxic Role of “Regulatory Havens” in Climate Change. Regulation & 

Governance. 
Benson, K. (2025). From money laundering to illicit finance? The evolving ‘AML’ regulatory regimes for legal professionals in the UK 

and Australia. Current Issues in Criminal Justice, 1-19. 
Burton, A. L., Cullen, F. T., Jonson, C. L., & Pickett, J. T. (2025). Most Americans do not like mass incarceration: Penal sensibility in an 

era of declining punitiveness. Journal of Experimental Criminology, 1-41. 
Burton, A. L., Pickett, J. T., Jonson, C. L., Cullen, F. T., & Burton Jr, V. S. (2025). Incarceration without dehumanization: Public support 

for policies to reduce correctional officer misconduct. Justice Quarterly, 42(2), 287-311. 
Burton, A. L., Schutten, N. M., Jonson, C. L., Pickett, J. T., & Cullen, F. T. (2025). The right to keep arms secretly? An experimental anal-

ysis of popular support for public gun registries. Crime & Delinquency. 
Cobbina-Dungy, J. E., Gibbs, C., De Biasi, A., Hug, T., Howell, K., & Hankins, S. (2025). “All [the] Violence that Happened Was Dudes:” 

Gendered Perceptions of Neighborhood Safety and Strategies to Stay Safe in a Small to Mid-Sized City. Feminist Criminology. 
Cohen, M. A. (2025). Water pollution from oil spills. 
Cole, J. C., Gillis, A. J., van der Linden, S., Cohen, M. A., & Vandenbergh, M. P. (2025). Social psychological perspectives on political 

polarization: Insights and implications for climate change. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 20(1), 115-141. 
Cubitt, T. I., & Gaub, J. E. (2025). Characteristics of Serious Police Misconduct: Discerning Typologies in Three Agencies. Criminal Jus-

tice and Behavior. 
Dearden, T., Jasperson, J. O., & Miller, R. M. (2025). Mechanisms of affinity fraud victimization. Journal of Financial Crime, 32(1), 64-

76. 
Doig, A., Levi, M., and Luker, J. Will The Future Policing of Fraud Be ‘A Fundamental Shift in Our Approach to Tackling Fraud’ Or Large-

ly More of The Same? Reviewing The 2023 UK Fraud Strategy Through Evidence on The Ground. The Security Journal 38, 8. 
Drew, J. M., & Chevroulet, C. (2025). Women Police Who are Betrayed by the Badge: How Sexual Harassment Erodes Trust in the 

Agency and Contributes to Psychological Distress. Applied Police Briefings, 2(4), 39-41. 
Drew, J. M., & Williamson, H. (2025). Trauma, critical incidents, organizational and operational stressors: The relationship between 

harms and psychological outcomes for police. Police Quarterly, 28(3), 287-312. 
Engle, T. A., Maher, C. A., & Jones, M. (2025). Afraid of the unknown: Crypto literacy and fear of online fraud. Journal of Economic 

Criminology, 7. 
Freng, A., & Snyder, J. A. (2025). Are you Packing? It's not Just About Lunch Anymore: Perceptions of Guns in National Parks. Criminal 

Justice Review. 
Gaub, J. E., & Cubitt, T. I. (2025). Reforming the management of serious misconduct: a temporal analysis of the NYPD. Policing: A Jour-

nal of Policy and Practice, 19.    
Geoghan, S., & Holtfreter, K. (2025). Treat me fairly now or I will commit misconduct later: Integrating general strain and procedural 

(in)justice in graduate education. Journal of Financial Crime, 32(2), 416-429.  
Gibbs, C., Chan, F., Boratto, R., & Hug, T. (2025). Reengaging Criminology in Regulation and Governance: A Synergistic Research Agen-

da on Regulatory Guardianship. Regulation & Governance. 
Gilbert, J., & Levi, M. (2025). The organisation of mortgage frauds: an empirical insight into the social networks of organised crime 

groups involved in mortgage and property fraud in the UK. Trends in Organized Crime, 1-28. 
Graham, A., Cullen, F. T., & Link, B. G. (2025). The hidden measurement crisis in criminology: Procedural justice as a case study. Cam-

bridge University Press.        Continued on the next page 



 
Hayes, B. E., Burckley, J., Maher, C. A., Powers, R. A., Simmons, A. K., & McKingsley, L. A. (2025). Accessibility of Victim Service 

Agencies’ Websites for Individuals With Disabilities. Crime & Delinquency. 
Holtfreter, K., Geoghan, S., & Alvesalo-Kuusi, A. (2025). Individual and organizational perspectives on white-collar and corpo-

rate crime. Journal of White Collar and Corporate Crime. 
Joo, S. H. (2025). Testing Agnew's GST in Cyber Context: The Mediating Role of Cyber Deviance in Korean Adolescents’ Strain 

Coping (Doctoral dissertation, University of Cincinnati). 
Kamaei, M., Gottschalk, P., & Dearden, T. E. (Eds.). (2025). The Gender Gap in White-Collar Crime: A Multi-Country Study of 

Women Offenders in Economic Crime. CRC Press. 
Karstedt, S. (2025). State crime, state violence and inequalities. In Handbook on Crime and Inequality (pp. 172-198). Edward 

Elgar Publishing. 
Keech, J. J., & Drew, J. M. (2025). Workplace demands, resources, and well‐being among police staff working in forensic ser-

vices. Journal of Forensic Sciences. 
León, K. S. (2025). Structure, Agency, and the Role of the State in Corporate Crime: Negotiating Current and Contemporary 

Challenges to Human Safety. In Corporate Crime (pp. 248-266). Routledge. 
Levi, M. (2025). Human, institutional, political and technological factors involved in a public health approach to frauds against 

individuals. European Journal of Criminology. 
Levi, M. (2025) Frauds and their Controls: Some Scholarly Reflections. Crime and Justice: An Annual Review of Research 24:1.  
Logie, K., & Das, S. (2025). Lessons learned from Dread darknet communities: How and why are fraudsters targeting the elder-

ly to be victims or accomplices?. Criminology & Public Policy, 24(2), 237-271. 
Logie, K., Cohen, N. D., Taylor, E., & Perry, K. (2025). Hidden Hate: Analysis of Hate Speech on a Darknet Forum. Justice Quar-

terly, 1-24. 
Lord, N., & Levi, M. (2025). When Business Breaks the Rules: The Value of a Criminology‐Informed “Organizational” Perspec-

tive for the Regulation of White‐Collar and Corporate Crimes. Regulation & Governance. 
Lusthaus, J., Holt, T. J., Levi, M., Kleemans, E., & Leukfeldt, E. R. (2025). The evolution of nigerian cybercrime: Two case studies 

of UK-based offender networks. European Journal of Criminology, 22(4), 557-577.  
Maher, C. A. (2025). Buyer beware, or buyer unaware? Examining the correlates of consumer fraud victimization acknowledg-

ment in the United States. Crime & Delinquency, 71(6-7), 2493-2517. 
Maher, C. A., & Hayes, B. E. (2025). Privacy Please: The Presence of Others and Disclosure of Identity Theft Victimiza-

tion. Deviant Behavior, 1-20. 
Maher, C. A., Hayes, B. E., & Liebreich, H. (2025). Collegiate Lifestyle-Routine Activities and Cyberharassment and Image-

Based Sexual Abuse Victimization. Journal of School Violence, 1-14. 
McKinley, A. (2025). Reframing harm: Pornography, intimate partner sexual violence and zemiological principles for social 

transformation. In Ecologies of Violence. Springer. 
Mora, D. O., Mitchell, O., & Spohn, C. (2025). Does variation across judicial circuits matter? Examining the role of bail sched-

ules and pretrial detention on drug case outcomes in Florida. Journal of Criminal Justice, 99. 
Nguyen, T. L., & Kearns, E. M. (2025). Event Security: A Grounded Model of Risk Communication and Resource Negotiation 

Between Security and Safety Actors. 
Nguyen, T. L., Kearns, E. M., Vitro, C., Schappert, S., Kennedy, C., & Munderloh, A. E. (2025). Event-Related Threats in the 

United States: Analysis of Plots and Incidents from 1970–2024. 
Oberheim, F., Davies, J., Giese, C., Kluin, M. and Lord, N. (2025) ‘Exploring corporate violations through public data: A compar-

ative analysis of financial offending in the UK and US’, Journal of Criminal Justice, Online First. 
Paoli, L. and Lord, N. (2025) ‘Variably Legal Markets: Beyond the Dichotomy Between Legal and Criminal Markets’, British 

Journal of Criminology, Online First. 
Parker, M., & Dodge, M. (2025). An exploration of best teaching practices in white-collar crime. Journal of White Collar and 

Corporate Crime. 
Powers, R. A., Simmons, A. K., Hayes, B. E., Weller, K., McKingsley, L. A., Maher, C. A., & Burckley, J. (2025). Building Inclusive 

Academic and Disability Community Research Partnerships: Methodological Insights for Engaging Victims With Intellectu-
al and Developmental Disabilities. British Journal of Learning Disabilities. 

Selim, H., Helenelund, M., Vanto, J., Skrifvars, J., Alvesalo-Kuusi, A., Pirjatanniemi, E., ... & Antfolk, J. (2025). ‘How would you 
define your sexuality?’ Analyzing the questions asked in official asylum interviews with sexual minorities. Psychology, 
Crime & Law, 1-18. 

Simpson, S. S., & Evens, J. (2024). Corporate environmental non-compliance and the effects of internal systems and sanctions. 
In Research Handbook on Environmental Crimes and Criminal Enforcement (pp. 36-67). Edward Elgar Publishing. 

Snyder, J. A., & Freng, A. (2025). Victimization and Fear in National Parks: That’s My Parking Spot!. Victims & Offenders, 20(1), 
47-64. 

Simpson, S. S., Layana, M. C., & Galvin, M. A. (2025). Patterns of corporate life-course offending. In Corporate Crime (pp. 227-
247). Routledge.        Continued on the next page 
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Member Publications (continued) 

Steffensmeier, D., Slepicka, J., Schwartz, J., & Lu, Y. (2025). Has postponed entry into adult roles modified US age-
crime curves? Age-arrest patterns of teens, emerging adults and adult age Groups, 1980–2019. Justice Quarter-
ly, 42(4), 553-586. 

Svorken, M., Kvalvik, I. and Lord, N. (2025) ‘Preventing Illegal Enterprise in the Norwegian Fisheries Industry’, Eur J 
Crim Policy Res. Online First. 

Thompson, A. J., Pickett, J. T., Graham, A., & Cullen, F. T. (2025). The racial-partisan gradient in policing attitudes: 
Toward a framed-group-position theory. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 62(4), 656-698. 

Thompson, A. J., Pickett, J. T., Graham, A., & Cullen, F. T. (2025). Protest policing, normative alignment, and riot gear: An experi-
ment. Crime & Delinquency, 71(4), 1052-1078. 

Vitro, C., Kearns, E. M., & Elson, J. S. (2025). How chatbot communication styles impact citizen reports to police: Testing procedural jus-
tice and overaccommodation approaches in a survey experiment. Law and Human Behavior. 

Yeager, P. C. & Simpson, S. S. Tracking Data on Corporate Offenses: The Long Road Toward a National Database. Journal of White Collar 
and Corporate Crime, Online First. 

 
 
 
 

 
Corporate Crime: The Firm as Victim and Offender 
Edited By Miranda A. Galvin and William S. Laufer 
 
This volume speaks to the fundamental issues inherent in trying to understand the who-what-where-and-whys 
of corporate crime. Only in addressing these larger issues does it become possible to begin to integrate the study 
of corporate crime into the larger criminological theory literature. A collection of chapters by experts in the field 
grapples with three deceptively simple questions: 
When are firms morally and legally responsible agents? 
What are the harms of corporate wrongdoing and who are the victims? 
What theories offer insight to explain corporate wrongdoing? 
    

 
 

Profit Without Honor: White Collar Crime and the Looting of America (6th Edition) 
by Stephen Rosoff, Henry Pontell, Robert Tillman 
 
Profit Without Honor clearly exposes the battle between personal gain and individual integrity and provides a 
comprehensive overview of white-collar crime in American society. Presenting a vivid picture of all types of 
white-collar crime, the book covers high-profile cases, the latest trends in criminal activity, and a thorough 
discussion of the victims and consequences of these criminal behaviors. This edition addresses the recurrent 
financial meltdowns in recent years and the role of fraud and corporate crime in these crises. Utilizing both 
academic and popular sources, the book challenges readers to grasp the importance and long-term effects of 
white-collar crime in America.  
 
 
 
 

The Gender Gap in White-Collar Crime: A Multi-Country Study of Women Offenders in Economic Crime 
Edited By Maryam Kamaei, Petter Gottschalk, Thomas E. Dearden  
 
In recent years, women’s involvement in business is more frequent, leading to an interesting question: Does this 
increase in economic participation by women lead to an increased proportion of women committing white-collar 
crime? 
 
Employing a variety of theoretical perspectives and empirical works to explain women’s white-collar crimes from 
an international perspective, this new book helps to answer this question by extensively studying white collar 
crime, focusing on the disparity in such crimes between men and women. It also looks at how pink collar crime 
differs dramatically in different countries, with case studies from countries such as Norway, US, Iran, Denmark, 
and others to further enhance the understanding of the explained concepts. 
 

Featured Books 
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Marina Zaloznaya is Associate Profes-

sor of Criminology at Arizona State 

University and a leading scholar of 

corruption, law, and authoritarianism 

in post-communist and Global South 

contexts. She is also a co-founding 

director of the Corruption in the Global South Research Consortium, 

which promotes interdisciplinary research on corruption in develop-

ing and transitional states. Prior to joining ASU, Dr. Zaloznaya 

worked as an Associate Professor Sociology and Political Science at 

the University of Iowa, where she was also the Director of the Euro-

pean Studies Group. She holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from Northwest-

ern University and an M.A. in Sociology from the University of Wis-

consin-Madison.  

 

We wanted to ask Marina some questions. 

 
What first sparked your interest in studying white-collar crime? 

  
My interest in white-collar crime emerged from a moment of cul-
tural dissonance early in my academic journey. As an international 
student from Eastern Europe studying at a small liberal-arts college 
on the East Coast, I was struck by how my peers related to rules in a 
professional setting. Where I grew up, students were expected to 
“game the system” by collaborating on exams, quietly consulting 
notes, or otherwise bending rules when opportunities arose. So, 
when I encountered classmates who took a self-timed, closed-book 
take-home exam and appeared to follow the instructions literally, 
without looking for loopholes, I was genuinely surprised. That expe-
rience sparked a deeper curiosity: why do norms around compli-
ance, integrity, and rule-following vary so dramatically across con-
texts, and how are these norms shaped by broader political, eco-
nomic, and institutional environments? That question has since 
become a leitmotif in my research on corruption, elite deviance, 
and the organizational and geopolitical conditions that enable or 
constrain white-collar misconduct. 
  
Could you share some of your key contributions to the field—for 
instance, your work on corruption, gender and corruption, and 
your article on the whiteness of white-collar crime? 
 
The core contribution of my work lies in empirically linking macro-
level political processes such as regime change, democratic back-
sliding, and contestation of state authority to ordinary people's 
participation in the corruption economies. My reliance on a mixture 
of methodological approaches, including ethnographic fieldwork, 
comparative-historical inquiry, survey methods, and network analy-
sis, allows me to challenge several dominant assumptions in the 
study of corruption. For instance, a central finding across my re-
search is that low-level corruption is not always antithetical to the 
health of democracy. In authoritarian and hybrid regimes, informal 
exchanges often sustain dense, outward-facing networks that re-
semble civic associations in liberal democracies and that enable 
mobilization, mutual support, and sometimes even collective re-
sistance to the state. I also challenge the pervasive assumption that 

anti-corruption efforts are automatically democratizing. My work 
illustrates how campaigns focused on everyday corruption can em-
power populist or authoritarian-leaning leaders, delegitimize bu-
reaucratic institutions, and sideline professional expertise. In places 
like Ukraine, donor-driven reforms and anti-corruption bodies have 
reconfigured state authority in ways that elevate certain techno-
cratic actors while weakening democratic accountability.  
 
Most recently, my research has shifted to the global arena, examin-
ing how anti-corruption has become a tool of geopolitics. My cur-
rent book project analyzes how the United States, the EU, and other 
powerful actors use sanctions, transparency initiatives, and anti-
kleptocracy frameworks not only to promote integrity, but also to 
pursue their own strategic interests, shape global norms, and define 
who gets to be seen as a legitimate political actor on the world 
stage. Together, my work pushes beyond the usual moral binaries 
to show corruption and anti-corruption as political forces that 
shape inequality, state power, and international order. 
 
Do you have a theoretical framework or explanation of crime that 
informs your work? How is your work helping to expand that the-
oretical framework? 
 
My approach to white-collar crime and corruption is fundamentally 
interdisciplinary. I draw on sociological theory to understand how 
organizations function, how informal norms emerge, and how ine-
quality shapes access to both licit and illicit opportunities. At the 
same time, my work is also informed by comparative politics, be-
cause white-collar crime is never just about individual wrongdoing; 
rather, it is embedded in political systems, power struggles, and 
institutional arrangements. Corruption looks different in an estab-
lished democracy than in a hybrid regime or an electoral autocracy, 
and theories of regime type, state capacity, and political turnover 
are crucial for explaining those differences. In other words, begin 
with a premise that white-collar crime is always political, and any 
effort to understand it requires thinking seriously about the struc-
ture of corresponding regimes and behavior of political actors. 
 
I also draw on sociological theories of global inequality, including 
scholarship on neocolonialism and imperial power, to examine how 
anti-corruption becomes a tool in international relations. This per-
spective helps me think critically about who gets labeled "corrupt," 
who gets to define integrity standards, and how anti-corruption 
agendas can both challenge and reinforce existing hierarchies. Ulti-
mately, bridging criminology,  political science, and sociology allows 
me to see corruption and anti-corruption not only as legal catego-
ries or governance challenges, but as deeply political and historical-
ly situated processes with implications for global justice and demo-
cratic development. 
 
What is one area in white-collar crime research that you think 
would benefit from renewed or updated attention? 
  
I am a strong believer in international and comparative research, 
which remains underrepresented in criminology in general, and the 
study of white-collar crime in particular.  
    Continued on the next page 
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Our field has made important contributions to understanding crime and punishment, but it has historically been deeply U.S.–focused, 
often treating American institutions and experiences as universal. White-collar crime research, in particular, tends to concentrate on 
corporate misconduct and regulatory failures in advanced democracies, leaving little room for variation in political systems, state ca-
pacity, or informal governance. By contrast, I see international and comparative work as essential, both because corruption and elite 
deviance unfold differently in different regime types, and because studying those differences helps us better understand dynamics at 
home. For instance, looking across contexts reveals how political competition can fuel anti-corruption crackdowns, how state weakness 
shapes enforcement, and how informal networks substitute for formal accountability. These insights travel: they illuminate the fragility 
of democratic institutions, help us recognize when anti-corruption rhetoric is weaponized for political gain, and show that elite devi-
ance and abuse of power are not unique to any one country. In short, expanding our field’s geographic horizons strengthens theory 
and sharpens our understanding of white-collar crime everywhere, including the United States. 
  
What projects or research directions are you currently working on? 

  
One of my current projects develops the concept of the sanctioned oligarch as a new form of global deviant. My goal in this work is to 

draw on interviews with policymakers, investigative journalists, sanctions lawyers, and civil-society actors in the U.S. and U.K., as well 

as analysis of legal frameworks and political discourse, to show how Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine catalyzed a dramatic refram-

ing of certain ultra-wealthy elites. Virtually overnight, this group of people went from celebrated participants in Western markets and 

cultural circles to pariah figures stripped of access to assets, mobility, and reputational capital. Unlike traditional international crimi-

nals, sanctioned oligarchs are not subject to universal legal norms; instead, they are designated through opaque administrative pro-

cesses, and their punishment is enforced by private-sector compliance networks. As a result, I argue that sanctions create a hybrid 

penal regime at the intersection of law, finance, and geopolitics, challenging conventional criminological assumptions about due pro-

cess, individual responsibility, and the boundaries of punishment. 

 

 

 

 

Mike Levi and Nick Lord have been appointed to the Home Office 
Science Advisory Council, the first time people with white-collar 
crime expertise have been appointed to this group.   

Mike Levi is a Director/Trustee of the Fraud Advisory Panel. 

Shichun Ling has earned early tenure and promotion to Associate 
Professor of Criminal Justice and Criminalistics at California State 
University, Los Angeles. 
 
Kenneth Grossberger is working on a research project 
called Punishing Politicians, which focuses on crimes committed 
by politicians. There are 3 articles in the works: Members of Con-
gress (in edit); US Governors (in research); and US Mayors (in re-
search). The conclusions are about the criminal justice and politi-
cal punishments these politicians receive. Email kgross-
berger@jjay.cuny.edu if you’d like more information. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Member spotlight: Marina Zaloznaya (con’t) 

Follow us on Bluesky @asc-dwcc.bsky.social and Instagram at @asc.dwcc to keep updated on 
DWCC events, announcements, job postings, and more!  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/home-office-science-advisory-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/home-office-science-advisory-council
https://www.fraudadvisorypanel.org/
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American Society of Criminology Annual 
Meeting 

November 12-15, 2025 
Washington, D.C.; Marriott Marquis 


